
MADISON COUNTY HISTORICAL 

PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 

Project – Progress - Stories 



WHAT IS A NATIONAL 

HISTORIC DISTRICT? 



WHERE IS THE 

HISTORIC  DISTRICT? 



• Attract Tourists  

• Attract New Businesses 

• Assist Building Owners 

• Assist Local Economy 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS? 



WHAT DOES IT COST? 

A $12,000 CLG grant is received once 70% of  the work is completed. 

A $2500 Local Grant was received from the Greater Madison County Community 

Foundation the money was used for photographic work 

The grant goes to: 

• A professional consultant who creates our submission 

• Required photography, copying, and office supplies. 

 

Time  is another important element: 

         1,300 volunteer hours have been accrued, valued at over $22,000 

 



-  Dave Braga,  Chair  

- Brenda Holl ingswor th,   

               Vice-Chair  

- Molly Clause,  Secretar y  

- Tammy Ellwanger  

- Sal ly  Oldham 

- Steve Reed 

- Rick Seely  

 

 

WHO IS  

THE COMMISSION? 



Historic Photo Display 

of 

Madison County 

Stone Buildings 

 

 

Photographer : Beth Gray  

THE WORK OF THE 

VOLUNTEERS 



Phase One: 

• Intensive Survey and Evaluation 

• Set Historic District Boundary 

PROJECT PHASES 

Phase Two: 

• Write Nomination to National Historic Register 



Survey and Evaluation 

• Business environment 

• Geological influences 

• Effect of  transportation 

• Economic influences 

Individual Site Inventories 

• Architectural description 

• Building significance 

• Use of  building thru time 

• Photos and advertisements 

 

WHAT DOES THE 

NOMINATION  INCLUDE? 

This work will be preserved in the Library and Museum 



Research   - -   Research   - -   Research  

THE WORK OF THE 

VOLUNTEERS 



• Madison County histories from 

1869, 1879, 1915, and 1984  

 

• WHS Yearbooks from 1915 plus 

Plat maps, starting in 1875, for 

advertisements 

 

• MAPS such as the 1869 Bird’s 

Eye View, 1878 Businesses, Class 

Reunion placemats, and Sanborn 

Fire maps 

• Newspapers –  Madisonian's on 

CD since 1872; microfilm; 

various paper copies 

 

• Madison County Website for 

obituaries, lists by trade, 

personal notes on deaths 

 

• Museum Collection of  photos, 

personal scrapbooks, tax 

records, ads from probate files, 

abstract books 

VALUABLE RESOURCES 



VOLUNTEERS 

Jean Fifo – Roslea Johnson Ron Howell – Linda Smith 

Sally Oldham – Carol Liechty – JoAnne Walker  

     Molly Clause – Brenda Hollingsworth 



HISTORICAL ANATOMY  

OF A BUILDING  
 

• Approximate date of   

construction 

• Original owner of  building  

and his occupation 

• The building’s original use 

• Major changes in building or use 

• Chronological list of  owners  

• and occupants 

• Changes in use or in physical 

state of  building and grounds 

• Names of  architects and 

contractor 

• Events of  importance 

connected with the structure 

• Building’s context – 

relationship to neighborhood 

and community 



HISTORY AND 

MYSTERY 
 

68 EAST COURT 



 1960’s  



1939 



1873 







Hawkeye Flag 

 

July 24, 1863 





1895 DISASTER 





HISTORY AND 

MYSTERY 
 

108TH 1ST AVENUE 

HARVEST CREEK 



1873 



1899 



c. 1900 





SANBORN FIRE MAPS 



JAMES EDWARD SMITH 



CITY HALL BLOCK 

Questions ?? ? 


